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reading said individual identification information 
and said group value information in response to a usage 
request for said electronic storage medium; 

checking one of said plurality of groups if the 
individual identification information on the electronic 

ft i (I 

(^y^(yLsl ' storage medium is registered therewith, said one of plurality 
of groups corresponding to said group value information that 
was read; and 

judging that the requested electronic storage medium 
is invalid if said individual identification information 
corresponding thereto is found, and judging that the requested 
electronic storage medium is valid if said individual 
identification information corresponding thereto is not found. 



3. (Amended) A card system comprising: 

a plurality of cards each having unique 
identification information; 

a carS^management system for issuing and managing 
said cards; and 

a card applicallSsOn unit, connected to said card 
management system, for readin^data from the card in response 
to a usage request; 

said card including the indiviiik^l identification 
information and group value information identifying a group to 
be searched, 
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said management system comprising card issuance and 
management ftteans for issuing and managing said cards, creation 
means for creating a hot list listing invalid cards, and 
communication means\or communicating with said card 
application unit via telecommunication line, 
An said card application unit including means for 

r i I - 

Qjfjir^-'' reading the individual identification information and the 

group value from the card, means fbr creating a by-group list 
from the hot list distributed from theN^ard management system 
via the communication line, said by- group Isist grouped by the 
group value, invalid card checking means for checking if said 
card that was read is invalid, card processing me^ris for 
processing the card based on a result of said invalid card 
checking means, and communication means for communicating with 
said card management system via the communication line. 
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9. (AmendecJK^ A method for issuing a new card in a card 
management system, the method comprising the steps of: 

preparing a p±ura±3>ty of groups corresponding to 
group values as card classification\nfonriation; 

examining an invalid card occurrence ratio of said 
group values for the cards already issued; a*^d 

issuing the new card to be assigned wBsth one of the 
group values other than the group value with the highest 
invalid card occurrence ratio. 
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15. (Amended) A card comprising: 

individual identification information assigned to 
the ca\d; and ' 

group value information assigned to said card, said 
group value\inf ormation being one of a plurality of values 
prepared for classifying the cards, 

wherein, said group value information specifies a 
group value part tovbe searched on a list listing invalid 
cards classified into\said plurality of values. 



16. (Amended) A cani management system wherein a 
plurality of group values arevprepared as card classification 
information, said system comprising: 

a hot list creation unik which creates a hot list 
containing at least individual idenoq.f ication information for 
each of invalid cards; 

a storage unit for storing sai\i hot list; and 
a card issuance and management omit which reads said 
hot list from said storage unit, finds the group value 
assigned to each of said invalid cards, checks* an invalid card 
occurrence ratio of each group value, and issues a new card 
assigned to are of the group values other than tl^e group value 
with the highest invalid card occurrence ratio. 
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19. (Amended) A method for detecting invalid cards in a 
card\system, the method comprising the steps of: 

preparing a plurality of groups corresponding to 
group values as card classification information; 

>lding a list listing individual identification 
information on invalid cards, said list being used for the 
detection and grouped by said group values; 

reading, a pair of the individual identification 
information and thev group value information assigned to the 
card to be examined; 

checking if t>ie individual identification 
information read in said Reading step matches any of the 
individual identification information on the invalid cards of 
the corresponding group valueynf ormation listed on said 
detection list; and 

based on a result of sai^ checking, judging if said 
card to be examined is invalid. 



21. (Amended) A computer-readable Nrecording medium 
which is for use in a card management system and which stores 
thereon a program, the program comprising th\ steps of: 

preparing a plurality of groups corresponding to 
values as card classification information; 

examining an invalid card occurrence ra^io of each 
group value for the cards already issued; and 
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issuing the new card to which the group value other 
than the ^roup value with the highest invalid card occurrence 
ratio is assigned. 



22 . (Amend^) A computer-readable recording medium 
which is for use irKa card management system and which stores 
thereon a program, tnfe^ program comprising the steps of: 

preparing a pjs^rality of groups corresponding to 
group values as card classification information; 

creating a holdingxList listing individual 
identification information on t\e invalid cards, said list 
being used for the detection and gsrouped by said group values; 

reading a pair of individual identification 
information and the group value information assigned to the 
card to be examined; 

checking if the individual identisf ication 
information read in said reading step read matches any of the 
individual identification information listed oi^the invalid 
cards of the corresponding group value information listed on 
said detection list; and 

based on a result of said checking, judginc\if said 
card to be examined is invalid. 



REMARKS 



Applicants have amended the independent claims to 
clarify the subject matter to which the invention pertains. 



